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Through OUR
The Undergraduate Research Resource Center (124 
Burke West) is staffed with research ambassadors 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily to help with all  
research-related questions. They can help with  
completing projects, locating research labs, and  
finding faculty mentors for research and creative 
activity. Check website for Virtual Office Hours.

Visit the Faculty Research Showcase in the fall to 
meet faculty mentors and learn about their 
research.

Explore the Faculty Research Database on 
undergraduateresearch.ua.edu to connect with  
professors looking for student help in their labs, 
and register in the student research database so 
research faculty can find you.

Fund your research with OUR or Departmental 
travel and research grants.

Present your research at the Undergraduate  
Research and Creative Activity Conference (URCA), 
the National Conference of Undergraduate Re-
search (NCUR), or other national conferences. Apply 
online to present each spring and be recognized for 
your research.

@UAOUR

@UA_OUR

OFFICE FOR UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH
124 Burke West

922 Sixth Avenue
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401

P.O. Box 870381
205-348-2491

Jackie Harrison
Program Specialist
jharrison@ua.edu

Dr. Kim Bissell
Director of Undergraduate Research

kbissell@ua.edu

UndergraduateResearch.ua.edu

@UAOUR



Follow these steps to get started:
Step 1
identify potential faculty mentors

step 2
Contact Potential Faculty Mentors

step 3
meet with faculty mentors

Step 4 
get involved

Identify Your Areas of Research Interest: Research 
can be done in any field, and students are welcome 
to pursue opportunities inside or outside of their 
major. Take the time to explore different types of  
research by reading about faculty projects on de-
partment websites and the OUR research database. 
talk to People in Your Department: Professors, instruc-
tors, teaching assistants, advisors, and upperclass-
men may suggest possible mentors and help inspire 
your research interests.
Do Your Homework: Utilize campus and internet re-
sources, including the library and library website, to 
find recently published work from faculty who you 
are going to contact and make sure you are familiar 
with their work before you reach out. 

Email is often the best method to contact poten-
tial faculty mentors. If you would like to have your 
email reviewed before sending, please attend a peer 
advising session in the URRC. Your email should 
contain the following information:

• Who are you? If applicable, do you have any
relevant experience or coursework?
• What aspects of the factulty member’s research
interest you? Why?
• Ask the faculty member if you can make an
appointment to discuss their research in detail.
• Include a salutation, greeting, an email
signature, and a resume.

Before Your Meeting: Before interviewing for a  
research position, make sure that you are familiar 
with the faculty member’s research interests and 
have prepared a list of questions to ask your  
potential mentor. 
During Your Meeting: Business casual attire is recom-
mended. Be prepared and professional, but remem-
ber that there is no need to stress. Faculty want 
to get to know you, and may ask you why you are 
interested in their research, how research will help 
you achieve your goals, and what you hope to learn.

Research For Credit: The Emerging Scholars Program 
is a three-credit hour class split over two semesters 
that allows students to learn research methods, 
meet research facuty, earn credit by conducting 
research, and become skilled in presenting their 
research.  
Scholarships and Paid Positions: Students may be paid 
from a faculty member’s grant, a Federal Work-
Study program, or a structured research program. 

need more help?
One-On-One Peer advising
Whether you have questions about getting  
started in undergraduate research or are already 
involved and want to learn about all of the  
opportunities available, OUR can help. Email 
Jackie Harrison or visit our website for advising 
hours each semester. You can also stop by the 
Undergraduate Research Resource Center in 
124 Burke West for help and guidance.

our Workshops
OUR hosts a workshop series for students who 
are new to research, as well as those who are 
currently conducting research and want to 
learn more about available opportunities. These 
include abstract writing and presentation poster 
workshops in the spring leading up to URCA.

OUR Ambassadors
OUR Ambassadors are current UA undergrad-
uate researchers who assist in supporting and 
promoting undergraduate research across the 
campus. To learn more about ambassadors, visit 
the OUR website.



Getting into Research
with the  office for undergraduate research

1. Why should I do research as an undergraduate?

You may already have your next four years mapped out, or you may not know what direction to go just yet.  Either way, engaging in research supplements 
your coursework and gives you inside access to the questions, problems, and topics in your chosen (or possible) field of study.  What you learn in the lab 
will help you excel in the classroom as you see the relationship between your lessons and your research. All undergraduate students should take advantage 
of the opportunity to do research and get a mentor, and it does not even have to be in your field or major. 

For many students, engaging in research is a perfect opportunity to get a “sneak peek” into a possible career.  It is never too early to start researching as an 
undergraduate, especially if you plan to continue into professional or graduate school. 

2. Who can pursue research at the Capstone and what kinds of research projects have undergraduate students done?
The Office for Undergraduate Research affirms the University’s commitment to provide “an inclusive and welcoming environment for all members of 
our community.” Students from all majors and backgrounds pursue research, scholarship and creative performance at UA. Students may begin as 
early as their first semester freshman year via the Emerging Scholars Program, or they may join the ESP as a second-semester freshman or sophomore or 
junior.  The ESP is designed to expose students to the variety of research conducted across colleges and give students a glimpse at what research would 
be like within specific academic disciplines. Outside of the ESP, students can work with faculty or graduate student mentors to submit work to the 
Undergraduate Research and Creative Activity Conference (http://www.urca.ua.edu) or submit their work 
to national undergraduate research conferences like the National Conferences on Undergraduate Research 
http://www.cur.org/conferences_and_events/student_events/ncur/.

Research is often linked to students or faculty members who work in the STEM areas or students 
who are in a designated Honors program, but we’d like to expand research opportunities to all 
students with an expressed interest.  We also strongly encourage students from all majors to explore 
undergraduate research options with their advisors, faculty members, or graduate students from their 
departments.  At the University of Alabama, we see student research from every academic area from 
theatre and dance to social work to advertising. 

Check out our Database tab on UndergraduateResearch.ua.edu to see the 
Faculty Research Database and new Student Research Database to learn more 
about what your professors are doing outside of the classroom and what your 
research opportunities could look like.

FAQ



3. How do I get started?

There are many ways to get involved in research, and here are just a few ways to get started:

Search the Faculty Research Database (http://www.facultyresearchdatabase.ua.edu) to see more about research opportunities/research needs in your area of 
interest.
Contact an Emerging Scholar TA (http://UndergraduateResearch.ua.edu/emerging-scholars-program) or an Undergraduate Research Ambassador to learn 
more about how to get involved. Enroll in an undergraduate research methods course like PY 211 or a directed research course offered within your 
department.

4. How can I get funding to conduct or present my research?
Many colleges and departments secure funding to support travel and research. If you are part of a lab or a research team, ask your supervisor for 
information on funding to support an individual, independent project or to support travel to present your research. If your current research team or 
department does not offer funding, you can request funding from OUR’s undergraduate research fund (Opportunities change each year. Email 
jharrison@ua.edu for more information).

5. What does it mean to attend a research university and how can I benefit from it?
The University of Alabama is an R1 Institute, which means it is very high in research activity. A research university is a complex and interdependent 
community of individuals who value the intellectual and practical benefits of original inquiry and creative expression. There are many responsibilities 
associated with belonging to this community. Faculty are both engaged in original research, scholarship and creative performance, and also responsible for 
continuing to define the boundaries between the known and the unknown, and teaching the methods that can be used to reach significant conclusions. 
Students also have many responsibilities as they abandon novice-like approaches to learning and embrace the more expert-like habits of mind that will be 
necessary to address the unsolved problems of the future. There are also many benefits of contributing to the University’s research mission, including the 
development of your creative abilities and confidence that you can undertake original work of significance to society.  With your experience in 
undergraduate research, you will have significant advantages on your applications for graduate or professional programs. 

OUR-FAQ

6. Can I receive credit for my research? Can research be used to meet general
education requirements?

There are many ways to receive course credit for both learning about research methods and doing 
research.  You can enroll in an undergraduate research methods course in your department or others 
within your College, or you can enroll in a directed research project, where the credit can vary between 
1-3 credit hours.  If you are enrolled in the Emerging Scholars Program, you will receive course credit 
for two semesters of your work.  Ask your faculty advisor about courses in your department that are 
required for your major that have a strong research component to them.



OUR-FAQ

7. Do I have to do research within my major?

Absolutely not!  Students are not limited to pursuing projects within their declared major, but they are 
encouraged to pursue interdisciplinary projects that span a variety of disciplines and departments.  If 
you search the Faculty Research Database (on the Database Tab on UndergraduateResearch.ua.edu), 
you’ll see that you have faculty members doing research in almost every department or College across 
campus. 

8. Who can I contact in my major department in order to learn more about
undergraduate research opportunities?

Many of the departments or Colleges have a Director of Undergraduate Research or a Director of 
Undergraduate Studies, who can answer your question or direct you to another person in the 
department who can help you.  If you do not know whom to contact within your department or college, contact the Director of Undergraduate Research, 
Dr. Kim Bissell at kbissell@ua.edu or the Program Specialist for Undergraduate Research, Jackie Harrison at jharrison@ua.edu.

9. How can I showcase the research that I do?

The University of Alabama hosts its under Undergraduate Research & Creative Activity Conference (http://urca.ua.edu), and the Office for Research and 
Economic Development publishes a research magazine (http://research.ua.edu/) , which showcases and highlights excellence in research by students and 
faculty.  The Journal of Science and Health is published by undergraduate students at the University of Alabama (http://undergraduateresearch.as.ua.edu/
presenting-your-work/joshua/), and publishes the work of undergraduate researchers in biology, chemistry, physics, psychology, and mathematics.  Students 
also have opportunities to submit their research to regional and national conferences within their respective disciplines.  Ask your faculty mentor or research 
advisor about these conference opportunities.

10. How can the Office for Undergraduate Research help me and where is it located?

The programs and resources at the OUR can help to empower all undergraduate researchers at the Capstone in order to 
engage in undergraduate research during your academic career.  We look forward to helping you pursue topics of your  
intellectual and creative interests, and we look forward to finding venues to showcase your research findings.  The 
Undergraduate Research Resource Center is in Mary Burke West 124.The Director of Undergraduate Research and the 
Director of the Emerging Scholars Program is Dr. Kim Bissell, and she can be reached at kbissell@ua.edu. The Office is 
located in 313 Lloyd Hall along the University’s Quad. 
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